
P E N I N S U L A  S C H O O L

THANK  YOU FOR 
THE  H ONOR

By Kathy Koo
In reflecting upon the last two years, 
and where the school is positioned today, I 
feel extremely pleased that we continue to 
thrive with exceptional teaching and learn-
ing, strong demand in enrollment, extremely 
low attrition, prudent financial management, 
a banner year in fundraising, committed 
and philosophically aligned families, happy 
children, and a climate of appreciation for 
and confidence in Peninsula’s stability and 
well-being.

It has been an honor and a pleasure 
to serve and grow both professionally and 

PENINSULA THANKS 
KATHY KO O FOR 

HER LEADERSHIP  
AND HER LIGHT!

By Stacy Dryer
At the end of June, Kathy Koo will retire 
from Peninsula School, having served the past 
two years as its interim director and as its 
business director for 7 years before that. With 
genuine compassion, authenticity, wisdom, 
and good humor, Kathy has been our guiding 
beacon during these past two years of transi-
tion and change, as we have steadied ourselves 
and readied ourselves for our next head of 
school, Jim Benz.

What a school needs in its interim direc-
tor is often somewhat different than what it 
needs in its long-term head of school. And, 
Kathy was, in so many ways, ideal for the 
interim role. The truth is, even under the best 
conditions, times of transition can be scary. 
Before any of us can learn, grow or change – 
whether adults or kids – we must first feel safe, 
respected & loved. Because of Kathy’s deep 
and varied connections to Peninsula over the 
past 15 years – as board member, business di-
rector, and Peninsula parent & volunteer – it 
was clear that she not only loved our school 
and our community, she also knew it very 
well. With Kathy at the helm, everyone in our 
community seemed to breathe a collective 
sigh of relief. We knew we were in good hands.

By her own admission, Kathy knew she 
lacked the background as an educator to be 
the school’s long-term leader. However, as 
primary teacher Graceann Johnson pointed 
out, “What Kathy may have lacked in edu-
cational background, she more than made up 
for with research, hard work, collaboration, 

REFLEC TI ON S  
ON PENI N S ULA  

AS I  RETI RE

By Gail Buschini
A few weeks ago, I had my weekly pleasure 
of being with the children in my class at the 
library, where we were listening to Misha’s 
wonderful reading of the current book. It is 
the longest time I have during the week to 
be quietly enjoying the children’s presence. 

We were at the mid-point in the four perfor-
mances of our class play, the culmination of 
two months of work together. I had watched 
them generate the idea for their own character 
(including personality, “motivation,” and cos-
tume), and then collaborate to come up with 
ideas for the plot. The two outcomes from 
this process that I treasure the most are the 
children growing both as distinct individu-
als and as important members of the group. 
Working together in this intense way deepens 
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and above all, her sheer love for and joy of 
being with all our kids.” According to admis-
sions director, Mary Lou Lacina, “Out of the 
many things, that are too long to list here, 
that come to mind when I think of Kathy 
is her genuine love of children and the time 
she will always take to acknowledge and chat 
with a child or group of kids. For her this is 
never an interruption.” Similarly, Chris Vale, 
former kindergarten teacher and current HR 
assistant to the director, commented, “I so 
appreciate how every day Kathy embraces 
the Peninsula community with enthusiasm 
and tenderness, and the courage to always 
ground her actions in our mission, ‘creating 
a space where children thrive and develop 
their full promise as confident contributors 
in the world.’” 

The beauty of Kathy is that her affection 
and respect for others is not limited to our 
students. She seems to extend this goodwill 
towards everyone she meets. According 
to first grade head teacher, Annie Young, 

“Kathy has this ability to relate to all kinds 
of people within our community, taking on 
challenges, making really hard decisions, and 
communicating to staff, parents, children, 
and everyone with kindness, intelligence, a 
sense of humor, and compassion. She was 
just what we needed!” One of the things 
which Kathy herself is most proud of (as she 
should be) is helping to build and restore a 
climate of communication and openness. It 
is perhaps this achievement, more than any 
other, which has allowed 
her tenure at Peninsula 
to be filled with so many 
other remarkable accom-
plishments. Feeling held 
by Kathy, our school was 
ready to dig in, do some 
hard work, and grow.

As our commu-
nity engaged in this 
work, Kathy’s affection 
for and long history 
with the school allowed 
her to hold and protect 
all that was most sacred 
about Peninsula’s culture, 
while at the same time being the catalyst for 
the type of change which could best support 
Peninsula’s long-term well-being. According 

to Frank Smithson, Peninsula’s 
facilities director and one of 
Kathy’s long-time colleagues, 

“Kathy is a gifted strategic thinker 
and seriously pragmatic problem 
solver whose contributions have 
been essential to the process and 
product of the school for nearly 
a decade.” Veteran 3rd grade 
teacher Gail Buschini shared, 

“Kathy has been able to create 
a balance between compassion 
and practicality, engaging in an 
authentic inquiry with members 
of our community in developing 
solutions to challenges, and has 
been able to move forward with 
decisions in both a respectful and 
timely manner.”

One of the most important 
relationships at a school is that 
of the board president and head 
of school. Back in spring 2012, 
when Kathy was appointed 
interim director, our board of 
directors, led by board chair 
Amy Fox, knew it was time to 
take stock. In close collaboration 
with Kathy and our entire school 
community, the board set out to 
determine what type of leader 
could move us boldly into the 
next phase of our future. 

Re-defining and reaffirming our mission 
and core values was an important first step in 
this process. According to Amy Fox, board 
chair, “Kathy’s leadership is rooted in her 

ability to embody the 
mission and core values 
of Peninsula School, and 
to create and sustain a 
school community that 
reflects those values.” 
Kathy and Amy, lead-
ing the staff and Board 
respectively, worked 
in parallel to ready the 
school for the search and 
recruitment of our new 
head of school. Beyond 
publishing Peninsula’s 
new mission and values 
statement, the work also 

involved clarifying decision making models, 
clearly delineating the authorities of the head 
of school and the board, and updating the 

bylaws of the school to allow for the appoint-
ment of board members – all critical and 
fairly groundbreaking work. Although it was, 
at times, extremely challenging and time-
consuming for Kathy, Amy, the board, and 
the entire community, Peninsula now finds 
itself extremely well-positioned to welcome 
its new leadership in July.

Upon reflection, Amy shared, “From 
time-to-time folks thank me for all of the 
work the board has done over the past two 
years. People seem aware that the departure 
of a head of school can be disruptive to enroll-
ment, staff morale, community perceptions 
and fund development so they are especially 
thankful our school is doing so well. Of course 
the board has worked hard, but here is our 
secret: Kathy Koo! Her skilled leadership 
creates an environment where change and 
growth can occur. Honestly the school would 
not be in the fantastic shape it is in if we had 
not had her as our interim director during 
this critical time.”

KATHY
Continued from page 1

Kathy ‘at home’ visiting with some of Peninsula’s younger students.
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Kathy has had a very full (sometimes 
over-full) two years as Peninsula’s director. In 
addition to all the work she accomplished in 
partnership with the board, she helped facili-
tate the graceful, honored retirement of many 
veteran teachers and the hiring and mentor-
ing of our next generation of exceptional new 
educators; she supported in important ways 
our ongoing diversity work as well as nurtured 
our new parent association, POP (Parents of 
Peninsula); and she made certain there was 
ample focus on kids, curriculum, classrooms 
and our beautiful grounds. Perhaps what is 
most striking about Kathy’s time as interim 
director is that in spite of being the mother of 
five and carrying the workload of at least two 
full time people, she took the time to stop and 
smell the proverbial roses. Celebrating com-
munity and creating opportunities for us to 
be together seemed to be one of the hallmarks 
of Kathy’s tenure and also one of the favorite 
parts of her job. In her own words, some of 
the things Kathy will remember most fondly 
are “seeing more closely the love, spirit and 
dedication with which our teachers and 
staff hold the children; being embraced and 
loved by kids myself, especially those tiny 
tots – nursery, kinders – pure and genuine, 
stopping by my office, excitedly showing me 
their library books, screaming my name as I 
walk by nursery, seeing their smiles left and 
right; seeing the wonder and appreciation 
of our grounds from the eyes of prospective 
parents and staff; spending time together as 
a community dedicated to the hire of a new 
fabulous head of school AND achieving a ton 
of productive work and joy along the way.” 

Mel Carvalho, 7th grade teacher, 
summed it up beautifully for us all: “I hate 
to imagine what could have happened to 
Peninsula if Kathy had not been willing to 
step up and hold our mission, vision, and 
values dear while helping us to prepare to 
transition to a new director! Kathy has been 
kind, present, knowledgeable, and inspiring, 
challenging and supporting the staff in the 
most positive way. I don’t know how she mus-
tered all the time and energy it must take to 
handle so many things so gracefully! I feel a 
deep gratitude for all she’s done, and I hope 
that once Jim arrives she is able to get some 
R&R and family time.” For everything you’ve 
done for us, Kathy, over the years, we all wish 
that for you and so much more.

their relationships and sense of community. 
This day, I was filled with appreciation for the 
intimacy and ease the children had with each 
other, cuddled up on the couch, sprawled on 
the floor, sharing a chair, touching a foot to 
someone else’s leg, occasionally resting a head 
on a shoulder. I also love seeing how beauti-
fully different they are from each other.

I believe that the children experience 
Peninsula as a home. Generally comfort-
able in the classroom, “playground” and Big 
Building, they are spontaneous and engage 
naturally in what appeals to them during their 
unscheduled time. I love the way the adults in 
their lives make their school available to them 
for this experience of ownership. Their free-
dom is made possible by providing them just 
the right amount of guidance and boundaries, 
moment to moment (a truly dynamic and not 
always easy balance to achieve).

The relationships between teachers and 
children at Peninsula are more multi-dimen-
sional than those I had with my teachers in 
school. While we are often in the position 
of imparting knowledge, guiding lessons, or 
communicating expectations, we are also 
giving the children opportunities to explore 
possibilities, make their own decisions, and 
discover consequences. Those opportunities 
expand as the individual children grow in 
their capacity to be responsible for themselves 
and their actions. I had no idea, when I began 
teaching, that I would so often experience 
friendship with the children in my class. It 

manifests both in our casual interactions and 
class times, where we are often truly learning 
together. 

Relationships between staff members 
and parents are also richly complex. Our 
deepest shared commitment, of course, is 
to the children, each in our own ways. Our 
successful partnership is essential to the 
wellbeing of the children, and calls upon us 
to have the same respect and appreciation for 
others that we are committed to having the 
children develop. Many staff members have 
also been parents at Peninsula, which I think 
benefits the school in multiple ways. We are 
fundamentally grateful that parents have 
chosen Peninsula for their precious children.

Our way of teaching at Peninsula is pred-
icated on the belief that children are naturally 
curious about the world, and eager to explore 
and discover its wonders, patterns and pos-
sibilities. We aim to nurture those feelings, 
to make information and paths to learning 
available, to respect diversity of interests and 
ways of learning, and encourage creativity and 
passion. We support children in mindfully 
taking risks, respecting themselves and others. 
Honestly, my favorite attribute of Peninsula is 
how children learn to both express themselves 
personally and to care for others as well, rather 
than choose one or the other, as is so often the 
case in our society.

I have been a parent, a Board member, a 
teacher, and a grandparent at Peninsula over 
the last 44 years. I have learned so much more 
than I could have imagined, and am deeply 
grateful to the children, staff members, and 
parents I have known over the years.

GAIL
Continued from page 1
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After 36 years teaching at 
Peninsula, Rebecca Reynolds 
is moving on to retirement. 
Looking back, here are a few 
memories and thoughts from 
students and staff who knew 
her along the way.

Our 6th grade class had 
Rebecca early in her teaching 
career. I remember feeling 
cared for and respected by 
Rebecca both as an indi-
vidual and as an entire class. 
We weren’t an easy class and 
we certainly made Rebecca 
earn our respect. 

I don’t remember the 
exact circumstances or what 
I had done (it was something 
vaguely naughty) but Rebecca decided that 
I needed a “talking to.” I thought I was in 
trouble and kind of expected some sort of 
reprimand. Instead Rebecca took me out for 
burritos. Rebecca had noticed my sadness and 
hurt that I thought I had cleverly disguised as 
anger. She listened to me. She asked me ques-
tions. She cared. And she cared enough to ask 
me these things away from school and away 
from the other kids. I don’t think I owned up 
to much that day, but this idea that someone 
else noticed that I was hurting and thought a 
burrito and a private chat might help was won-
derful. Rebecca may have been a new teacher 
then, but she really saw this kid and it made a 
difference. Thanks Rebecca. Congratulations 
on your well deserved retirement.

With love, 
ARIEL FR AG ER , CL A SS OF ‘84

Rebecca always had an amazing way of en-
couraging us students to bring our unique 
best to the task at hand. This is an encour-
agement that I apply daily in my life and am 
deeply thankful for her role in helping me be 
the person that I am today.
HOLLY MILLER (SABEL MAN), CL A SS OF ‘92

I have many memories from my class time 
with Rebecca – cool class activities, plays, 

unique books she read us, painting the pillow 
room, etc. Among these, one field trip stands 
out. We were on a camping trip at Turlock 
and somehow Rebecca managed to organize 
a field trip to the Hershey’s chocolate factory 
in Oakdale! This was a student’s dream come 
true. Afterwards we all went back to our 
campground to eat our chocolate souvenirs 
and roast peanut butter cups over the fire. I’ll 
remember it forever.
K ENNY MEEHAN, CL A SS OF ’94

I have lots of memories of course. But the one 
that most comes to mind is when Rebecca, 
Rebecca Bell, and I would run toward each 
other every so often screaming “Rebecca!” It 
was lots of fun. I also remember her generosity 
and warmth. She was patient and supportive 
with my extreme test anxiety that materialized 
in high form when we had to take standard-
ized math tests during the 6th grade, the year I 
was in Rebecca’s class. She always thinks of the 
little things (and big things!). She is a person 
with a big heart. Congratulations, Rebecca, I 
hope to see you at the Learning Fairs!
REBECCA SEEMAN, CL A SS OF ‘84

When I became Rebecca’s assistant, I had very 
little experience teaching. I had my ideals, my 
beliefs, and my dreams, but I didn’t know 
what working in a classroom meant. Working 

for Peninsula School as a whole was inspiring, 
but the experiences I took away from working 
in Rebecca’s classroom have stuck. In chal-
lenging teaching situations, I often try to think 
how Rebecca would handle them. In the case 
of chatty students, she often relegated them 
to the window seats and I quickly learned that 
this helped these students feel special instead 
of punished. This was an ongoing theme in 
Rebecca’s work with kids and I was lucky to 
see it play out over the years I was there. 
EMILY ( WALT ER S) SOU T HER

When I worked for a year with Rebecca, I 
loved that she always had a book she would 
read aloud. Soon after the first Harry Potter 
book came out, she read it to the class. When 
the class rather strongly voiced the opinion 
that Hermione’s name should be pronounced 
“her-me-own,” Rebecca went along with it. I 
think fondly of her grace and aplomb as she 
read the name, over and over, with that off-
beat pronunciation.
EILEEN VAN RHEENEN

I am teaching at Peninsula School because 
Rebecca knocked on my door almost 30 
years ago. We’d never met before that day. I 
had recently moved back to the area and had, 
nearly fifteen years after graduation, left my 
old elementary school far behind. 

Rebecca pictured in 2014 (left) and in 1986, admiring the face-painting of a student at the Learning Fair (right).

REBECCA REYNOLDS RETIRES
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But Rebecca’s car broke 
down and she needed a phone. 
My door was the closest one. 

One thing led to another 
and I drove Rebecca first to 
the local garage and then down 
to school. By the time I got to 
school, I was curious. Rebecca 
was a newcomer to the school I 
had known, and yet it felt like I’d 
known her for years. In her own, 
unique, calm-with-a-twinkle-
in-her-eye way, she belonged in 
among the wise oaks and the 
graceful columns of the Big 
Building. The people change, but 
the heart of the school endures. 
You can go home again.

Since then, I’ve seen 
Rebecca leave her imprint on 
a school that will be forever 
strengthened by her having been 
there. I’ll miss working with this 
gem of a woman who keeps her 
fingers on the pulse of what is 
right while never losing the hu-
mor that makes it all worthwhile.
BARBIE PAUL SEN, CL A SS OF ‘71

Rebecca and I started working 
together in 2001 on The World 
of the Brothers Grimm with 
the 5th grade and spent many subsequent 
Januarys in fruitful collaboration. Her com-
bination of inspiration, problem-solving, 
and incredible competence meant that every 
production we did together looked great 
and ran smoothly. Many a year I would walk 
into the auditorium on the morning of our 
first performance to find Rebecca high up 

on a ladder, adding beauty and detail to an 
already terrific set. She was a master of the 
big bang for the small buck costume. 

The greatest gift Rebecca gave me was 
as a teacher to each of my three kids. The 
depth of her experience and her broad 
perspective about pre-teens made her an 
indispensable resource. Her compassion 

and insight in conference after 
conference went a long way to 
ease a worried parent’s heart. 
Thank you, Rebecca, for being 
there for me in so many ways.
MERRILL G RU VER

Rebecca is kinetic energy. She is 
always in motion, always taking 
care of some responsibility. She 
is a teacher first, but also an 
organizer, a mentor, a sounding 
board, a colleague. She is a jug-
gler, one who has many balls in 
the air and never drops one, or 
misses a cue. She is always will-
ing to lend a hand; be it pulling 
weeds in the garden, heading 
out on a hike, or offering insight 
to a tricky situation. Rebecca, 
thank you for all you have given 
to the upper school, its students, 
and us, the staff.
JEFF ZOT Z

I had the pleasure of working 
with Rebecca both as a student 
during my time at Peninsula 
and as a teacher ten years after 
graduating. Rebecca’s mentor-
ing was an essential part of my 
transition into teaching 8th 

grade and her steady guidance helped make 
that transition a smooth one. Rebecca’s tire-
less energy and wisdom as well as her desire 
to help those around her has helped to shape 
the upper school over the previous thirty 
years and has been influential to all of us. It 
won’t be the same without her.
BRIAN ADAMS, CL A SS OF 2000

personally in this interim director role. I feel 
extremely fortunate to have received the sup-
port of our entire community as evidenced in 
the genuine warmth, goodwill and hard work 
exhibited throughout the last two years by 
every member and at every juncture. We have 
used our time together to hire a wonderful 
new head of school, prepare our institution 

for new leadership, and accomplish the ev-
eryday, important work of teaching kids and 
operating a school. What heartens me the 
most as I transition out of this role, is finding 
that while we, dare I say, change (we do, we 
really do!), we also remain very true to our 
mission, core values and institutional heart. 
My hope for the future of Peninsula is that we 
continue to be wise, conscientious, intention-
al and strategic in our decision-making while 
remaining cognizant and embracing the fact 

that our current philosophical and operating 
model works very well for our school.

There will certainly be moments of 
wistfulness as I relinquish the reins, but I am 
genuinely excited for new leadership and the 
prospects for our future. And of course, as a 
parent of two alums, three currently enrolled 
students, including a kindergartener, I will 
never be too far away. Thank you for a great 
ride and partnership!

THANK YOU
Continued from page 1

A familiar sight to generations of Peninsula kids, Rebecca helps a student during math class.
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A LU MNI 
CONN ECTIONS

Barbara Smith (Willis) ’67
I live with my husband and children on a 
small raw milk dairy farm near Ithaca, NY. 
I attended Peninsula for the 5th grade in 
1964-65 and Barney was my teacher. I spent 
most of my days with Billie in the craft shed! 
It was a formative experience for me and it 
was a sad day when our family relocated to 
Germany and I had to leave part way through 

the year! Now that one of my children attends 
a Friends School I think of my experience at 
Peninsula often and wish she could be there. 
But the world is changed and the values 
Peninsula held are being threatened, even 
among Friends schools. It was a precious time 
for me and I wish Peninsula all the best in 
standing against the educational tide.

Michael Becker ’83
Can’t believe 30 years have passed, boy 
does it go fast! June will be my 20th wed-
ding anniversary. I have two kids Lauren 
(9) and Tyler (7). Life has been filled with 
adventure – international travel, start up and 
studies. I recently started a new company 
(www.mcordis.com), have been chipping 
away at a doctorate for 10 years (this is the 
year to get it done) and am spending more 
time with the family and friends. Peninsula 
is always on my mind. In fact, I swung by at 
5:00 AM on the way to the airport the other 
day just to get grounded before flying off 
again. Here is to the next 30 years!

Kai White ’87
I live with my husband and daughter on the 
most remote island in the world. Yup, techni-
cally Hawaii is the most geographically isolated 
island chain in the world. But the good news 
is we have jet airplanes. I’ve been working as 

a freelance consultant to our national trea-
sures – Historic buildings. I also review books 
for ForeWard Magazine and have worked as 
an adjunct in English composition. I would 
love to hear how the Big Building is doing and 
what the rest of you crazy kids from the 70’s 
and early 80’s are up to now. I recently went 
on Zillow and realized to my horror that my 
childhood home off Coleman Avenue is now 
valued at more than $2 million. Gasp what has 
happened to the neighborhood?!?

Dave Hershgold ’74
Hi All, I attended Peninsula from 1968-1970 
(2nd -4th grade) and was in Woody Nichol’s 
class. Some of the best memories were made 
while I was there. My friends Aaron English, 

Allan France, Peter Carnigan, 
Charlie Shapiro and others were 
my childhood anchors. I wish I 
could do it all again. I attribute 
much of my creativity, problem 
solving ability and desire to keep 
my mitts in everything from mu-
sic to homebuilt airplanes to my 
time at Peninsula. I am now a hus-
band to Robyn and a Dad to two 
wonderful kids (9 and 12) and an 
engineer in the medical device 
industry. Thanks for everything,

Jay Streets ’74
I live in San Francisco and work in 
San Jose as Union Representative 
for the Carpenters Union. I have 
a 28 year old son, Ian, who was 
at Peninsula early on but finished 
public school in San Francisco. I 
volunteer with a group through 
the San Francisco Library, City 
Guides, and we give free walking 
tours in San Francisco. My parents Michael Becker and his family.

Barbara (Smith) Willis with “Barney’s Group” Auction, 
April 1965.

Dave Hershgold helping his friends with their Go-Cart, 1969.

Kai White, in a recent performance playing cello.
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are still married, alive and healthy, living in 
Redwood City in the house my brothers and 
I grew up in. I am actively involved in historic 
sports car racing with my father and I attend 
a lot of San Francisco Ballet with my mother.

Holly Sableman Miller ’92
I have enjoyed the transition into the area of 
Mission Advancement and Development at 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch (a treatment 
center for youth and adults in 3 campuses 
throughout North Dakota). I am also begin-
ning the process this spring of receiving my 
credentialing in Nonprofit Leadership and 
look forward to this assisting me as I continue 
to serve in the positions I am placed in. 

My husband Jason and I continue to 
treasure all the joy of watching our now one-
year-old Kayla grow up and experience the 
wonder of the world!

Kenny Meehan ’94
I moved from LA where I was working as a 
video editor and am living locally again, in 
Redwood City. I recently completed a docu-
mentary with a fellow alumnus from class of 
’94 – Matt McCroskey. The film is titled Big 

in Bollywood and follows us on 
a trip to India investigating the 
fame and follies of a new star in 
a Bollywood blockbuster. (We 
are very excited that Big in 
Bollywood is being released in 
theaters later this year and will 
be available online as well.) To 
fund my film projects I work 
at Apple helping to develop 
their video editing software. 
Additionally, my wife Misha 
and I just had a baby boy, 
Zander Meehan, who is the 
light of our lives.

Kristie Nelson ’91
I love getting these alumni 
News Notes. Peninsula 
community – you’re like my 
extended family. Peninsula 
was so instrumental in forming 
the person I am today. I was 

always allowed, encouraged, to be Kristie 
the bird-girl. I could care for a nest of baby 
finches in the pillow room that needed 
feeding every hour. Get a whole day (4th 
grade nonetheless!) to stuff a Barn Owl in 
the Science Room with Doris. I remember 
conversations with Henry Scott – awed to 
hear about a tame Cooper’s Hawk he had as 
a boy. And the campus – so many birds whose 
lives (and nests) were there to be discovered. 
The California Thrashers, the screech-owls... I 
spent days, years, watching the birds around 
campus in intricate detail. I dread to think 
about the ordinary person I would’ve turned 
out to be if not for Peninsula! And, Peninsula 
taught me to love freely, be honest, and have 
fun. I’m so grateful. 

I live at Mono Lake in eastern California 
with my husband Joel in a rustic cabin without 
electricity. I work as a part-time bird biologist 
and part (or full?) time farmer. We have the 
full array of farm animals, grow most of our 
food (and store it for year-round), and sea-
sonally provide produce and farm products 
to local customers. Hello to my Peninsula 
friends and connections. 

Jay Streets

Holly Sableman Miller and her family.

Kristie Nelson with her husband at their farm.

Our beloved Woody Nichols, as so many of us remember 
her, reading with her students (1965).

Kenny Meehan



P E N I N S U L A  S C H O O L  ·  S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

-8-

In the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan, our 7th grade (Mel’s) and 
4th grade (Betty’s) classes sponsored a school-wide event to support 
relief efforts to the Philippines. They researched the country as well as 
the disaster, looked into charities supporting relief in the region, and 
picked two organizations based on their findings. Mel and Betty’s 
students then shared what had happened in the Philippines and what 
they had learned with each of the other classes in age appropriate 
ways, from the Nurseries through 8th grade. They invited everyone to 
join them in their efforts and hosted a whole school jog-a-thon and 
food sale on January 10th. It was a beautiful day of strength, together-
ness, and care at our school. 

In representative Peninsula fashion, everyone participated in a 
way that really worked for them. Students completed laps around 
the Big Building at their own pace and in their own way, ranging 

from hardcore runners and endurance runners to giggling walkers, 
friends and siblings holding hands, and even a few kids reading 
books as they went. It created a truly heartwarming day. Ultimately, 
through the efforts of these admirable kids, the Peninsula School 
community came together and raised over $25,000 in support of 
Typhoon Haiyan relief ! However, in addition to raising money for 
an important cause, this student-led event was a way to support stu-
dent leadership development, social justice, and global stewardship, 
goals that were established at the outset by the students themselves. 
The jog-a-thon inspired community activism in responding to world 
events and inequities, and created opportunities to discuss and learn 
about current events, climate change, global socioeconomic issues, 
and aid. It also fostered cross-grade level and school-wide collabora-
tion, resulting in learning, play, and helping others.

T H E  P OW E R  O F  O U R  K I D S
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For the past five years, our staff, kids 
and their parents have had the pleasure of 
Kate Vander Ploeg’s gentle, patient, and wise 
teaching, all delivered with a smile and a 
laugh. When Kate came to work at Peninsula 
in 2009, she slid so naturally into the commu-
nity that before the year was out, many had 
already forgotten it was just her first year. She, 
however, noted that on arrival she remembers 
being in awe saying, “(Peninsula) was unlike 
any community I’d been in before . . . I did not 
know a community could be like this.” While 
she felt welcomed and appreciated right away, 
it took time to settle in and then genuinely 
feel a part of this school community. For her, 
the connection started in the classroom, and 
then rippled out.

Starting her transition work with Marion 
Bowers Newton in the summer before her 
first year, her face became quickly familiar, 
and her innate understanding and care for 
kids came to the forefront immediately. Frank 
Smithson noted, “She appreciates and values 
the differences and strengths in each child 
and supports every one of her little friends 
with extraordinary insight.” Adding to her 
grace and connection with children was her 
ease working with adults collaboratively. This 
meant that she blended perfectly with Frank 
Smithson and Camerina Lozano, our two vet-
eran assistants who worked as a collaborative 
team with Marion prior to Kate’s hire.

Kate loves many things about Peninsula. 
The intergenerational connections stand out 
for her as being special and she loves work-
ing with the other great teachers she found 
at the school. However, her favorite element 

is the ‘little society’ of her classroom. She 
appreciates laughing and learning, working 
out issues with the kids. She especially loves 
that Peninsula’s community leaves room to 
understand that even the youngest children 
can communicate in these ways. Some people 
never get to see that, and she is so glad that is 
not the case at Peninsula. 

In conversations about Kate two things 
are always highlighted, her patience and her 
great sense of humor. This sense of humor 
clearly helps her keep her calm and patience 
even with the most rambunctious groups. 
Frank observed, “Kate really enjoys laughing. 
She keeps the kindergarten experience for 
kids and staff alike . . . light and fun, not too 
serious, while caring.” One feels the positivity 
instantly when entering the classroom, and 
the connection Kate has with her students is 
equally apparent.

As to the future, this position was Kate’s 
first out of school, and she is ready for further 
adventures. She is wanting to pursue other 
opportunities working with children and 
their parents, using all that she has learned 
at Peninsula. There is no chance that Kate 
will be a stranger, and she plans to visit in 
the coming year. Kate knows how unique 
and special Peninsula is and feels blessed to 
have begun her teaching here, in a school that 
values the relationships between teacher and 
student as much as Kate herself does. “It is 
such a gift to be able to work in a place where 
you can make true and deep bonds with chil-
dren and families.” These bonds are why we 
will miss her so much, but we wish her well 
on the endeavors to come. 

 A  FAREWELL TO KATE

LAKI TAK ES  LEAVE

Lakshmi Eassey will be moving on 
after her year as an assistant teacher in both 
Kate’s class, with five and six year olds and in 
Mel’s class, with 7th graders. “I really appreci-
ated working with both Kate and Mel, seeing 
their different styles, both being experienced 
teachers. It was really helpful as I was tak-
ing credential classes,” Laki noted. She also 
mentioned that the wealth of valentines she 
received from kindergarteners and 7th grad-
ers alike surprised her a bit this past February 
.  .  .until she realized how indicative it was of 
the love there is at Peninsula between kids and 
staff. Her highlights with each class ranged 
from the “About Me” books in Kate’s to the 
“History and Activism” projects with the 7th 
graders and discussing with students how 
historical movements relate to today. Laki 
had a twinkle in her eye as she talked about 
the students, and it was apparent that she 

honors these kids, at any age, as individuals. 
Looking forward, she is excited to be head-
ing to Cal Berkeley to pursue her Masters in 
Journalism (with a focus on multimedia and 
international reporting). This area of study 
is full of interesting facets, and she intends 
to focus on India and emerging technology, 
specifically as it relates to young people and 
women. We know that Laki will live her life 
as she encourages the kids to do, being true 
to herself and being confident that she can 
accomplish anything. As an alumna and staff 
member, and having family ties still here, we 
are sure she will stay in close touch with the 
Peninsula community. 
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When Liz Caulkins came to work at 
Peninsula School in 1998 she was no stranger 
to the school, having been friends with a 
few Peninsula families, and having attended 
many Spring Learning Fairs. She was also no 
stranger to progressive education. 

Liz had the great fortune of attending 
a progressive school called New Lincoln, 
while growing up in New York. New Lincoln 
was connected to student teachers from 
Columbia’s Teacher College, who grounded 
their teaching in progressive philosophies 
and values such as social justice and diver-
sity. Having kept those two passions with her 
from childhood, Liz hoped to further them 
through her teaching at Peninsula, combining 
them with her great love of math 

Liz found a good fit at Peninsula for a 
number of reasons. Starting out in Graceann’s, 
Gail’s, and Roger’s and then expanding across 
the lower school, one thing Liz loved (and still 
does) is designing curriculum. She appreci-
ated Peninsula’s model, which allows teachers 
to try things out and continually innovate, so 
that they can create the best fit for their pro-
grams, themselves, and the changing students 

each year. Liz finds that one of the beautiful 
things about Peninsula is that it celebrates the 
special interests and qualities of each teacher 
so their programs are passionate and rich. 

She enjoyed that, in her role, she was able 
to plan lessons and projects that enriched what 
each teacher was working on THAT year. 

Liz appreciates that, at Peninsula, the 
hope is for the adult experience to emulate the 
student experience. She enjoyed the freedom 
to choose how to work with each teacher, par-
ent, and student, which meant she really had 
to consider carefully each person. She loved 
the emphasis on experimentation and experi-
ences, and how we encourage teachers and 
students alike to learn from them. One of the 
biggest lessons she takes away from Peninsula 
is learning how to be authentic. “We really do 
a great job accepting and honoring people for 
who they are,” Liz mused, which helped her 
realize the importance of being genuine and 
true to herself with our community.

In her 16 year career at the school there 
are a few things that stand out as memorable 
and as proud accomplishments. One career 
highlight was working on the first strategic 
plan for Peninsula and advocating for diver-
sity to be its own area of focus in that plan. 
Liz noted that she feels we have come a long 
way and are developing a strong foundation 
for exploring the vast topic of diversity, which 
touches so many different areas of the school. 
Another highlight was collaborating with a 

core group of parents to create 
the “Fooling Around with 
Math” events. As part of those 
events, Liz set up stations 
around the Playspace, such 
as “math speak”, card games, 
weighing, and measuring 
which allowed everyone who 
came to see how much fun it 
was to fool around with math 
ideas. As these events became 
regular happenings, parents, 
and upper school students 
brought their own stations, 
like mazes and fractions with 
art. “Fooling Around with 
Math” encouraged enjoyment 
of mathematics experientially, 
and sparked new curriculum, 

bringing together so much of what Liz 
loves about Peninsula: collaboration, com-
munity, inclusiveness, joy in learning, new 
approaches, and fun.

As Liz looks ahead, her wish for the 
school would be to see our students become 
more engaged with the diverse world and 

social justice - perhaps connecting with neigh-
boring schools for math events or other joint 
projects. For herself, Liz plans to spend more 
time with her grandchildren and children, 
located across the country, reading, gardening 
and cleaning up 40 years of accumulated stuff 
in her house and garage! Liz is considering 
adventures like becoming a Master Teacher, 
joining the Senior Peace Corps, training 
for short triathlons, or learning shamanic 
ways, and we occasionally might even see her 
subbing at Peninsula or teaching a choice. 
Wherever her road leads, we wish her well 
and hope she won’t be a stranger to this tree 
covered campus she loves so well. 

Math Liz explains a math concept to a lower school class.

With an obvious sense of fun, Liz Caulkins enjoys a jump 
on our beloved rope swing.

MATH, DIVERSIT Y AND EVERYTHING!
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BA RB LA NGELOH 
D EPA RTS

Barb Langeloh started working with 
Peninsula students and families in 1994 and of-
ficially became our staff Learning Consultant 
15 years ago, working with 
students and families that have 
needed extra educational sup-
port. Her job has changed over 
time from working with teachers 
and students in the primary level, 
to following our older kids and 
supporting parents through the 
upper school as well. She provid-
ed an important interface with 
the Menlo Park school district 
as well as with paraprofessionals 
for our kids who required educational testing 
and follow-up. Barb has also taught phonics 
lessons in some of the primary classrooms so 
that kids could get to know her and she could 
keep abreast of any potential concerns with 
their learning progress.

After 30 years in Menlo Park, Barb and 
her husband Rick relocated to Southern 
California, both for his work and to be closer 
to their families. While Barb made the move 
in January, she remained our staff Learning 
Consultant through the end of the school 
year so that we could provide as smooth a 
transition as possible for teachers, students 

and families. During this time, 
it worked well to be in touch 
with Barb via email and phone, 
and then have her on campus 
for a few days each month, meet-
ing with teachers and parents. 
Both during her many years at 
Peninsula and through this tran-
sition, it has been wonderful to 
have such a skilled professional, 
and we are so thankful for her 
years of service.

Barb states that she loves Peninsula 
School and being a part of the Peninsula 
community over the last 20 years. She is 
thankful that her goodbye was more gradual, 
and knows she will always carry a part of 
Peninsula with her!

BUENOS S UERTE, 
MOLLY 

Molly Carr, Peninsula alumna 
from the class of 2000, has been working at 
Peninsula for the past three years. Primarily 
she has served as our lower school Spanish 
teacher, working with kindergarteners all 
the way up to Betty’s 4th grade class. She has 
also assisted in Annie’s and Kate’s classrooms, 
helped at reading tables and taught ‘canastas’ 
and ‘cestería’ (baskets and basket weaving) as 
part of Spanish activities time. Many a student 
has come home with a beautiful creation, ex-
plaining the colors in Spanish to their parents, 
or singing songs and showing off the dances 
they have learned from her. She is well loved 
by students and colleagues alike.

After careful thought and consideration, 
Molly has decided that the timing feels right 
for her to go back to school to further pursue 
her education, and thus will not be returning 
to Peninsula next year.  She shared that while 
she loves Peninsula with all her heart, and is 
very grateful to have had the opportunity to 
return to her beloved school to teach here, she 
does feel that personally and professionally it 
is time for her to head in a new direction.       

Molly’s strength and passion, both of 
which we have seen during her time teaching at 
Peninsula, continue to guide her as she strikes 
out on a new adventure. She is applying to an 
all women’s computer science program in San 
Francisco, which is promoting gender balance 
in Silicon Valley and the computer industries. 
While we will miss her bright smile and warm 
spirit as our Spanish teacher, we definitely 
wish her well in pursuing her dreams. 

OU R T RACK 
TE AM

By Leo Schneiderman 
For the first time in our known his-
tory, Peninsula has a 7th grade cross 
country team. This team of runners 
successfully participated in the San 
Francisco Color Run 5K event. The 
run benefited a variety of charitable 
organizations, and left our runners 
very colorful with lots of smiles on 
their faces. The team continues to 
practice three times a week, both 
before and after school. On April 
19th, the team also ran in the first 
annual Duveneck Dash, located at 
Hidden Villa, touching base with 
our school’s roots and connection 
to the Duveneck family. The kids 
are looking forward to their next 
running adventure, and are even 
discussing ramping up to a triathlon.

Molly helps Gail’s class practice their Spanish by ordering 
at a local taquería.
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ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN
Anonymous
Nancy Abrams Eilbert
John & Christine Abrams
Susan & Mark Abramson
Betty Achinstein & Chad Raphael
Anne Adams
Brian Adams
Lorna & Glenn Affleck
Nan Affleck & Steve Hardt
Katherine & Kim Aitken-Young
Elizabeth Aitken
Rhoda Alexander
Diane & Craig Allen
Eric Allen
John & Susan Allen
Nancy & Noel Allen
Bill Allen
Richard Alter & Merry Gilmer
Marley & Nick Amin
Susan Ammons
Tina & Craig Anderson
Lauren & Michael Angelo
Carolyn Arbuckle & Jim Eggemeyer
Joan & Paul Armer
Sue & Stuart Auchincloss
Jessica & David Axelrod
Srikant Ayyar & Prasanna Ramachandran
Julie & Jon Backlund
Karen & Skip Bacon
Joe & Sahana Baker-Malone
Diane Baker
Jeff Baker & Shaula Kumaishi
Mitchell Baker & Casey Dunn
Debbie Baldwin
David Ball & Farah Brelvi
Nina Baller Cohn
Stephanie Barnston Koutsaftis
Hathaway Barry
Sheri & Steve Basta
Robbie & Bob Baxter
Rosie Beam Drabkin
Kathleen Bennett & Tom Malloy
Jim & Joyce Benz
Bronwyn Black & Craig McCroskey
Gail Blackmarr
Steven Blank & Alison Elliott
Aleta & Dan Bloch
Owl & Janis Blossom
Catherine Bock
Cameron Booth & Margot Berrill
Jane & Christopher Botsford
Holden Brink
Ken Brisebois & Jennifer Geddes
Andrew & Susan Browne
Sanjay Bulchandani & Akiko Bristol
Christopher & Celia Ann Buma Burdick
Sarita & James Burbank
Gail & Bob Buschini
Sarah Caplan & Russell Fong
Sandy & Susan Carnahan
Bliss & Brigitte Carnochan

Molly Carr
Melanie & Tovy Carvalho
Stephanie Casal
Liz & David Caulkins
Gordon Chamberlain
Park Chamberlain
Elle Chan & Scott Paterson
Abby & Eugene Chen
Chin-Lin & Josephine Chen
Stephanie Choi-Freeman & Jeffrey Freeman
Nancy & David Christie
Pat & Miles Congress
Ronnie Connell
Julian Cortella & Karen Grove
Amy Cortez-Peters
Martha Cortez
Pixie Couch
Michael Cox
Susan Coyle
Constance Crawford
Janet & John Creelman
Peggy Creelman
Rosemary & Neil Criste-Baldwin
Carol & Gordon Cruikshank
Lauralyn Curry-Leech
Cassidy Curtis & Raquel Coehlo
Christopher Cutler & Alecia Magnifico
Reese & Kathleen Cutler
Abbas Daeenabi & Souroor Milani
Karla & Scott Dailey
Jennie Dal Busco
Ann Davidson
Jennifer & Jose de Castro
Karen & Ronaldo de Sa
Andrea de Wit & Armando Castellano
Jorge del Calvo & Gerine Ongkeko
Elaine & Robert Dodd
Sebastian Doniach
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
Chip Dorosz
Masha & James Doty
Tracey & Thom Downing
Stacy Dryer & Jim Conlon
Jen & Ken Duda
Richard & Jean Duda
Skip Duncan
Susie Dunn
Hope Duveneck Williams
Laki Eassey
Peter Eichorn
Seth Elliot
Janice & Richard Elster
Laurie Emerson Barber & Bryan Barber
Kate Engelberg
Kyra Engelberg
Jackie Grey Etemad
George Evans
Matt & Maria Evarts
Russ & Alice Evarts
Dorothy & Jim Fadiman
Renee Fadiman & Chris Dryer
Nathan Fahrenthold & Joan Jenkins

Peter Feenstra & Sarah Billington
Elizabeth Fergason
Charmaine Fernandez
Elizabeth Few & Roger MacFarlane
Jennifer & David Fisher
Lizzie & Eric Fong
William & Rita Fong
Florrie & Tom Forrest
Horacio Franco & Monica Sarmiento
Dee Fraser Atencio & Mark Atencio
Eleanor & Hugh Fraser
Pefy Fraser
Andrea Frederick & Alan DeWitt
Jordana & Andrew Freeman
Laurie Friedman
Leanne Friedman
Carol Friend
John Fuller
Linda & Maury Furness
Elango Ganesan & Geetha Sundaramurthy
Linda & Larry Gann
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Jackey & Eddie Garcia
Adam Gersick & Alisa Borrone
Casey & Matt Girard
Trupti & David Glaubman
Julia & Steffen Gnegel
Chrissy & Sam Goewey
Cathy Goldberg
Julio Gonzalez Cotorruelo & Eva Diez
Elizabeth Goodrich Chamberlain
Rose Graboski & Joe Malone
Dianne Greenley
Chris Greenwood &  

Cheryl Goldfarb-Greenwood
Ann & Peter Gregory
Jennifer Gregory
Nick Grudin & Cristina Huezo
Merrill Gruver & Ted Greenwald
Erick Hachenburg
Daniel Harrington & Kara Juneau
Ryan Harris & Andrea Parkes
Catlin Hart
Megan Hart
Casey Hartman & Robin McCloskey
Garth Harwood & Kathy Alberts
Eric Hassett
Tara Hassett
Erica Hayward
Jerry Hearn & Rebecca Reynolds
Karin & Jochen Heck
Bette Henley
Rocio Herbert
Linda Herreshoff & Mitch Slomiak
Flavia & Steve Herrod
Stephen Hickman & Karen Garrison
Raphael Higashi
Colin Hislop & Lindee Burton
Tom & Sharon Hofstedt
Jacki Holzman
Jim Holzman
Kasia & Rusty Hopewell

Carol & Raymond Hopkins
Heather Hoppas
Heather Horacek
Evelyn Horigan
Faith Hornbacher
Megana & Jinnah Hosein
Chyerl Hoshida & David Dunham
Rand Huebsch
Ulysses Hui & Amy Fox
Aran Johnson & Jennie Reboh
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Karen & Teddy Johnson
Jan Jursnich
Wendy & Brad Justus
Lauren Kahn
Damien Kardokas Johanson
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez
Judy Kasle & Tom Muthig
Suman Kasturia & Aroon Pahwa
Kate’s Class
John Kates
Bill & Lisa Kelly
Chris Kelly & Jennifer Carrico
Tali & Michel Kertesz
Jason Kipnis & Shubha Herlekar
Maureen & Steve Kirchner
Susannah Kirsch
James Kittock & Leslie Walker
Peter Klein
Lida Klosterman
Joanne Knight & Paul Dyson
Nancy & Andres Kohn
George & May Koo
Kathy & Doug Koo
Mikel & Sandi Kovach-Long
Serafina Krag & Peter Bruun
Daniel Kroos
Aneesh Kulkarni & Rima Kanguri
Carole Kumaishi & James Goldsberry
Chris Kummerer & Emilie Blase
Mary Lou Lacina
Barbara & Rick Langeloh
Pam Law
Judy Lawrence
Geoff Lay
Philip Lee
R. Hewlett & Elizabeth Lee
Nancy Leech
Bob & Sandy Lehman
Leslie Leland
Mark Lentczner & John Horigan
Steve & Barbara Levy
Jessica Lewis-Lay
Kathi Lohmann
Richard Lohmann
Camerina Lozano-Aceves
Stephen Lubin
Chip Lutton
Kathi Lutton
Mary Lyons Mesirow
Lori & Andrew Mackenzie
Nickie & Roger Mackenzie

Thank You for Your Kind Gifts
Below is a list of all members of our community – current parents, board, staff members, students, alumni, grandparents, alumni parents, friends, community 
partners and matching programs - who have contributed to Peninsula during the past fiscal year. These gifts make the running of the school possible, and allow us 
to focus on our work of creating a joyous place to learn and grow, where students can come into themselves and give back to their world.
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Barbara Madden
Greg Madejski & Laura Burakreis
Carol & Van Mahamedi
Leah & Amit Malhotra
Zeni Mallari
Peter Mangione & Mimi Sabo
Alexis Manheim & Victor Barclay
Jane & Christopher Manning
Daniel Marcus
Anthony Marek
Kathy Marek
David Martin
John Martin & Gillian Lounsbach
Judy Martin
Tamara & Rick Martinez
David Matheson
Maile & Justin McCarthy
Teresa McCollough
Scott McCracken
Julia & Kevin McDonald
Kaitlin McGill
Bonnie McGuinness
Maureen McPeek
Janet & Malcolm McWhorter
Louise Melnik
Rhonda & Joe Melnik
Phyllis Menefee
Misha Merrill & Keith Wescourt
Paul & Jody Merritt
Andy Miller & Sybil Hudson
Jeff & Terra Miller
Lee & Ayla Miller
Faga & Taputimu Misa
Sally Mitchell
Rachel & Britt Miura
Jake Moffat & Beth DuBose
Devon & Dan Morehead
Ann Morris & David Curtis
Elly Moses Cannon & Brian Cannon
Mary Lou Moses
Sharon & Robert Mueller
Lisa & Francisco Muniz
Rick Murphy & Janesta Noland
Kristie Nelson
Liz & Peter Neumann
Anton Nguyen & Chi Vo
Bill & Rosemary Nichols
D’Arcy Nicola
Julianne & Alan Nolet
Linda Norton
David & Patti Notter
Chris O’Hare & Ted Hardie
Joy & Larry O’Rourke
Lisa Olson
Joanna & David Oshman
Janet & Tom Owen
Vergilia Paasche Dakin
Heather & Alex Pang
Isabelle & Joshua Parker
Barbie Paulsen & Bart Smaalders
Eduardo Pelegri-Llopart & Vicki O’Day
Tess Peppers
Frances Perkins
Karen Perkins & David Simone
Julia Peters & Cameron Smith
May & Oli Petry
Susie & Jim Pickett
Candace Pierce
Brian Pinkerton & Rhea Tombropoulos
Tracy Pizzo Frey & Paul Frey

Regina & Michael Pohl
Sausha & Michael Polentz
Howard Pollack & Hope Hudson
John Polstra & Jennifer Angerman
Catherine & Steven Popell
Andrew Postlewaite & Janet Conway
Kimberly & Kevin Postlewaite
Carole Press & Peter Worth
Hildegard & Jason Pressesky
Megan Prout
Mary & William Purdy
Natasha Puri & Munish Kumar
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Camerino Quinonez & Angeles Diaz
Sonja & Michael Randall
Rich Rava & Elisa Neipp
Jennifer Reid
Rebecca Reynolds & Jerry Hearn
Marc Rosaaen
David Rosenbaum & Katerina Demeti
Eva Rosenbaum
Beth & Peter Rosenthal
Doris Rosenthal
Jason & Nancy Rosenthal
Michelle & Scott Ross
Lindsay & James Rothwell
David Rowe & Terri Tacy
Dan Rubin
Joe Ruck & Donna Ito
Eric & Mary Ann Sabelman
Merrylen Sacks & Bruce Irvine
Kurt & Kim Salloux
Luis Sanchez & Lidia Luna
Jemele Sanderson
Josie Saracino
Mark Sausville & Marian Bach
Susan Schaps & Robert Shelton
Jonathan Scharfman
Ingrid Schenck Beach
Kathy & Michael Schlamp
Leo & Beatriz Schneiderman
Vin Sharma & Stephanie Zeller
Irene Sharp & George Szentirmai
Jeremy Shaw & Susan Emsley
Stephen Shaw, Ph. D.
Katy Silber
Jane Silver Carlisle
Jessica Silver-Sharp & Dennis Sharp
Vinita & Amar Singh
Chandre & Nikhyl Singhal
Sandy Sloan & Eric Richert
Gail Slocum & Jordan Gruber
Alaina & David Sloo
Frank & Jane Smithson
Louise Snowden
Stu Snydman & Kathryn Hopkins
Debbie Soglin & Daniel Appelman
Jane Sokolow
Ann Sonnenberg
Jim & Camille Spar
Malena Spar
Lisa & Dulani Spencer
Atul Srinivasan & Leslie Johnson
Misty & David Stam
Daniel Stein & Jennifer Lausler
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Elisabeth Stitt & Bala Padmakumar
Kassie & Luke Stone
Kristy & Chris Stone
Jim Storey

Stephen Storey
Tibby Storey
Brian Strope
Judith Sussman
Stuart Sussman & Hannah Frost
Susan & Nick Szegda
April & Michael Takatsuno
Molly & Jorge Tapias
Zu Tarazi & Kristi Borrone
Masa & Marc Tasovac
Sallie & Bob Tasto
Allison & Jamie Templeton
Eliza & Chris Thomas
Tommy Thorn & Winnie Poon
Dawn Thrall
Aaron Tinker & Kari Seligman
Chris Titus & Bob Vale
Nelson Tordilla & Gemma Guillermo
Alisa & David Tu
David Tucker & Sylvie Stefant
Izumi & Masatoshi Ueno
Diana Ungersma & Konrad Thaler
Vivek Vaidya & Pallavi Gupta
Euni & William Valentine
Whitney & Dirk van Nouhuys
John Van Sciver
Kate Vander Ploeg
George Varian & Libby McMillan
Lauren & Mike Velasco
Lucille Vitolo Dacanay & Ray Dacanay
Linda & Sandy Wagner
Lori Wainen-Linberg
Carl Waldspurger & Paige Parsons
Barbara & Scott Wallace
Don Walsh
David Walters
Debra Wanner
Jennifer Wanner
Fred & Cindy Wee
Brittany & Grant Weldon
Cindy & Andrew Wheeler
Michele & Mark Wheeler
Sam Wilds
Phyllis & Robert Wiley
Carol & Ray Williams
Lauren & Austin Williams
Patty Wilson
Diana Wolf
Jim & Barbara Wolpman
Richard Woodhams
Michael Worry
Mari Wright
Melissa Wright
Dave Wuertele & Tomoko Shimaya
Dick Wycich & Maura Palmer
Aidan Yeaw & Emily Cleveland
Carol Young-Holt
Annie Young & Jim Dinwiddie
Elizabeth Youngblood
Russ Zandbergen
Frances & Emilio Zeller
Jesse Zimmer
Aaron Zonka
Jeff & Jenn Zotz
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION,  
& COMMUNITY GIFTS
Apple
Benevity Community Impact Fund

Cheeky Monkey Toys
Chronicle Books
Cisco
Dymaxion Dance Group
EA
F5 Networks
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Google
Greater Horizons
Honey Bear Trees
Intel Foundation
Intuit Foundation
Jewish Community Endowment Fund
Kepler’s
Logitech
Mabel’s Labels, Inc.
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
Network for Good
Pacific, Gas, & Electric (PG & E)
Pacven Walden Inc.
Raley’s, Nob Hill Community Program
The San Francisco Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Scitor Corporation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Space Systems Loral
Target
Tiny Prints Shareasale
Trillium Dental
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program
Wells Fargo Foundation
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation
Yahoo Matching Gift Program
Your Cause, LLC

AUCTION 2014 UNDERWRITERS
Nancy & Noel Allen
Lauren & Michael Angelo
Julie & Jon Backlund
Karen & Skip Bacon
Sanjay Bulchandani & Akiko Bristol
Gail & Bob Buschini
Pat & Miles Congress
Andrea de Wit & Armando Castellano
Stacy Dryer & Jim Conlon
Laurie Emerson Barber & Bryan Barber
Jennifer & David Fisher
Jordana & Andrew Freeman
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Ann & Peter Gregory
Jerry Hearn & Rebecca Reynolds
Karin & Jochen Heck
Flavia & Steve Herrod 
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Chris Kelly & Jennifer Carrico
Kathy & Doug Koo
Aneesh Kulkarni & Rima Kanguri
Mark Lentczner & John Horigan
Lori & Andrew Mackenzie
Misha Merrill & Keith Wescourt
Rachel & Britt Miura
Jake Moffat & Beth DuBose
Sharon & Robert Mueller
Joanna & David Oshman
May & Oli Petry
David Rosenbaum & Katerina Demeti
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Kassie & Luke Stone
Allison & Jamie Templeton
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Chris Titus & Bob Vale
Alisa & David Tu
Chris Van Denburg & Kelly Laban
Elizabeth Youngblood
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

HONOR & MEMORIAL GIFTS

IN HONOR
In honor of Gail Buschini
Debbie Baldwin
Carole Kumaishi & James Goldsberry
Susan Schaps & Robert Shelton

In honor of Tracy Desmond and Nick, 
Jake & Eli Baggott

Linda & Larry Gann

In honor of Molly & Sophie Duda
Richard & Jean Duda

In honor of Laksmi Eassey & Gayatri Agnew
Josie Saracino

In honor of Lizzie, Reid, Sarah and 
Sloane Fong

Sallie & Bob Tasto

In honor of John Fuller
Debbie Soglin & Daniel Appelman

In honor of Diana Gruber
Mitch Slomiak & Linda Herreshoff

In honor of Kathryn Hargis 
Barbara Madden

In honor of Jerry Hearn
Gail & Bob Buschini

In honor of Cedar & Isabella Hopewell
Diane Baker

In honor of Kathy Koo
Katherine & Kim Aitken-Young
Bill & Rosemary Nichols
Susie & Jim Pickett

In honor of Kimberly Lentczner
Evelyn Horigan

In honor of Darius Mahamedi
Janice & Richard Elster

In honor of Marta McWhorter
Janet & Malcolm McWhorter

In honor of Mary Lou Moses 
Elly Cannon Moses

In honor of Evie Plankinton
Gail Blackmarr

In honor of Caleb Pollack
Jemele Sanderson

In honor of Frank Smithson 
Kate’s Class 

In honor of Ada & Elsie Sussman
Judith Sussman

In honor of Camille & Madeline Thrall
Phyllis & Robert Wiley

In honor of Michele Wheeler &  
Toby Buschini

Gail & Bob Buschini

In honor of Sadie Williams
Ann Sonnenberg

IN MEMORY
In memory of Nellie & Leo Bartello
Graceann & Bob Johnson

In memory of Jose Castellanos
Pixie Couch

In memory of Marion Conley
Elizabeth Fergason
Pefy Fraser
Jim & Camille Spar
Malena Spar
David Matheson

In memory of Isidore & Bess Friedman
Leanne Friedman

In memory of Stuart Harwood
Garth Harwood & Kathy Alberts

In memory of Lana C. Hayward
Erica Hayward

In memory of Erik Huebsch
Rand Huebsch

In memory of Maida Kasle
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez

In memory of Dr. Ruben Mallari
Zeni Mallari

In memory of Lucy Marsh
Aleta & Dan Bloch 

In memory of Norina Miller
Jeff & Terra Miller
Lee & Ayla Miller
Liz & David Caulkins

In memory of her grandparents 
Elly Moses Cannon 

In memory of Woody Nichols 
Bill & Rosemary Nichols

In memory of Margo Lee Paulsen
R. Hewlett & Elizabeth Lee

In memory of Herbert Perkins
Ronnie Connell
Frances Perkins
Katy Silber

In memory of Evan Rauch
Brian Korek

In memory of Betsy Roeth
Constance Crawford

In memory of Ira Sandperl
Debra Wanner
Richard Woodhams

In memory of Zack Shaw
Nickie & Roger Mackenzie

In memory of Ruth Storey
Jim Storey

In memory of Sue Varian
Diane & Craig Allen
Bonnie McGuinness

In memory of Barney Young
Annie Young & Jim Dinwiddie
Ann Davidson

In memory of Ethel & Barney Young
Jan Jursnich

DIRECTOR SEARCH & TRANSITION FUND
Julie & Jon Backlund
Julian Cortella & Karen Grove
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
Stacy Dryer & Jim Conlon
Renee Fadiman & Chris Dryer
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon

Flavia & Steve Herrod
Pam Law
Judy Lawrence
Chip Lutton
Kathi Lutton
Kathy Marek
Teresa McCollough
Heather & Alex Pang
Isabelle & Joshua Parker
Sausha & Michael Polentz
Howard Pollack & Hope Hudson
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Jonathan Scharfman
Vinita & Amar Singh
April & Michael Takatsuno
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

RAISE YOUR PADDLE – FINANCIAL AID
Nancy & Noel Allen
Marley & Nick Amin
Molly Anderson
Jessica & David Axelrod
Julie & Jon Backlund
Karen & Skip Bacon
David Ball & Farah Brelvi
Sheri & Steve Basta
Sanjay Bulchandani & Akiko Bristol
Gail & Bob Buschini
Sarah Caplan & Russell Fong
Melanie & Tovy Carvalho
Liz & David Caulkins
Pat & Miles Congress
Rachel Congress
Andrea de Wit & Armando Castellano
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
Masha & James Doty
Stacy Dryer & James Conlon
Jen & Ken Duda
Kathy Easton & Mark Brown
Laurie Emerson Barber & Bryan Barber
John & Nancy Etchemendy
Renee Fadiman & Chris Dryer
Elizabeth Few & Roger MacFarlane
Florrie & Tom Forrest
Horacio Franco & Monica Sarmiento
Jordana & Andrew Freeman
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Jackey & Eddie Garcia
Julio Gonzalez Cotorruelo & Eva Diez
Jennifer Gregory
Megan Hart
Jerry Hearn & Rebecca Reynolds
Rocio Herbert
Flavia & Steve Herrod
Mark Ho & Sophia Lee
Heather Horacek
Megana & Jinnah Hosein
Ulysses Hui & Amy Fox
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Wendy & Brad Justus
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez
Chris Kelly & Jennifer Carrico
Nancy & Andres Kohn
Kathy & Doug Koo
Mary Lou Lacina
Mark Lentczner & John Horigan
Chip Lutton
Carol & Van Mahamedi
Jane & Christopher Manning
Julia & Kevin McDonald

Maureen McPeek
Jake Moffat & Beth DuBose
Sharon & Robert Mueller
Rick Murphy & Janesta Noland
Joanna & David Oshman
Janet & Tom Owen
Heather & Alex Pang
Barbie Paulsen & Bart Smaalders
Tess Peppers
May & Oli Petry
Tracy Pizzo Frey & Paul Frey
Sausha & Michael Polentz
Sonja & Michael Randall
Rich Rava & Elisa Neipp
Rebecca Reynolds & Jerry Hearn
Martha & BJ Rock
David Rosenbaum & Katerina Demeti
Jason & Nancy Rosenthal
Michelle & Scott Ross
Lindsay & James Rothwell
David Rowe & Terri Tacy
Jonathan Scharfman
Jeremy Shaw & Susan Emsley
Stu Snydman & Kathryn Hopkins
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Kassie & Luke Stone
Kristy & Chris Stone
Brian Strope
Susan & Nick Szegda
Molly & Jorge Tapias
Zu Tarazi & Kristi Borrone
Allison & Jamie Templeton
Eliza & Chris Thomas
Terra Thomas
Seph Thomas
Alisa & David Tu
Euni & William Valentine
Kate Vander Ploeg
Lauren & Mike Velasco
Michele & Mark Wheeler
Sam Wilds
Mark Wilson & Debbie Dalzell
Dick Wycich & Maura Palmer
Annie Young & Jim Dinwiddie
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

GIFT IN KIND DONATIONS
Tina & Craig Anderson
Kumi & Frank Nishiura
Leta Parkes & Ron Brown
Alaina Sloo
Lauren & Mike Velasco
Claire Wampler
Brittany & Grant Weldon
Ann Wiener
Sam Wilds
Lauren & Austin Williams
Michele & Mark Wheeler
Elizabeth Youngblood

SPRING FAIR UNDERWRITING
Casey & Matt Girard
Anthony Marek
Sharon & Bob Mueller
Mark Sausville & Marian Bach
Chris Titus & Bob Vale
Lauren & Michael Velasco 
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On March 15th, Peninsula School hosted 
its 54th Annual Benefit Auction, “Back to 
the 80’s at the Coleman Mansion.” The 
Live Auction part of the event, which now 
takes place in a huge tent on campus in the 
middle of the Big Field, has been brilliantly 
and humorously led for 30 years by our very 
own Andy Forrest (class of ’75), along with 
his trusty side-kick and beloved woodshop 
teacher, Mikel Kovach-Long. This year, amid 
the Rubik’s cubes, hair bands, Atari video 
games, classic 80’s movies, and neon colors 
that defined a generation, the evening also 
celebrated a timeless, very special moment. 
Approximately midway through the evening, 

Andy got serious and asked guests to do the 
same, as he invited them to raise their paddle 
to support financial aid. Ultimately, the item 
raised just over $100,000 in total – nearly 
three times as much as any other single raise 
your paddle item in the history of Peninsula 
School!! The extent to which this appeal cap-
tured the hearts, minds, & generous financial 
support of those in attendance reminds us 
that, as much as the world around us changes, 
the values & principles upon which our 
school was founded – equity, diversity, acces-
sibility, and respect for the unique and special 
contributions of every individual - very much 
remain the same. 

Today, nearly 1/3 of our current fami-
lies – 28% to be exact – receive some type 
of financial assistance to attend Peninsula 
School. Every year, one of the main goals of 
the Annual Giving Campaign (AGC) is to 
help ensure that we can continue to provide 
that support to families who otherwise could 
not afford to attend. If you’d like to help us 

“Mix It Up” and sustain socioeconomic diver-
sity here at Peninsula, we invite you to send in 
your gift for AGC in the enclosed remittance 
envelope. A huge, heartfelt thanks to our en-
tire community for your incredible support!

“ TOTALLY RAD” SUPPORT FOR FINANCIAL AI D

By Stacy Dryer


