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The Mos t  Important  G i f t  You G ive  Each Year  To Pen in su la 
Schoo l  I s  Your  Donat i on To The Annua l  G iv ing Campa ign

A TRADITION OF GENEROUS GIVING  Since 1925, when Josephine and Frank Duveneck founded Peninsula 
School, students have been extremely fortunate to enjoy the benefits of philanthropy.  The generosity of the community has 
allowed Peninsula School to preserve our long-held values and deliver our exceptional and genuinely unique program for 
over 90 years. We hope you will join us in contributing to this year’s Annual Giving Campaign. Your gifts have an impact on 
every child and are deeply appreciated.

PENINSULA SCHOOL’S ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN  Your contribution to AGC is the single most 
important financial gift you can give to Peninsula School.  Like most independent schools, we rely on our Annual Giving 
Campaign contributions to provide critical program support. Your gifts immediately and directly benefit each student and 
staff member by allowing us to direct funds where they are most needed and support all that we do. 

AGC donations contribute 7% to our operating budget annually.  
We hope you will stretch to increase your AGC donation this year to help us keep pace with rising costs.

What Your AGC Gift Supports
Support for Peninsula’s Progressive Education
• Engaging intellectual curiosity and enthusiasm for learning

•  Enriching students’ lives through weaving, clay, woodshop, art, 

library, drama, science, and music

• Providing exceptional student–teacher ratios

Tuition Assistance For Families
• Ensuring accessibility and affordability for families 

• Benefitting nearly one in four students 

• Supporting a diverse student body

Preserving our Unique Buildings and Grounds
• Maintaining our beautiful Big Building, classrooms, and grounds

• Encouraging connections to the natural world

• Providing creative spaces that enhance exploration and discovery

Ensuring Exceptional Staff
• Cultivating powerful student–teacher relationships

• Offering competitive salaries and benefits

• Investing in professional development

YOUR PARTICIPATION MAT TERS Every year we reach our AGC goal through generous gifts from our entire 
community and together we all contribute to achieve our goal. These past 5 years, thanks to the entire community’s 
participation, we have grown AGC contributions from $293,000 to a high of $437, 000. What an amazing achievement!

Please join us and make a gift to this year’s Annual Giving Campaign
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PLEASE CONSIDER A GIFT TO PENINSULA SCHOOL’S ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN TODAY! 

October 25, 2017

Dear Parents, Grandparents, and Friends of Peninsula:

Forty-seven years ago this September, I entered the driveway at Peninsula School, bringing our adventuresome, 
animated three-year-old daughter for her first day in Nursery Blue.  Three people I greatly admired had children 
at Peninsula, and I trusted their recommendation.  We lived in Palo Alto and planned to enroll our daughter 
in first grade in what were thought to be excellent public schools.  Instead, because she so loved to come to 
Peninsula School, we kept enrolling her, and six years after she started in Nursery Blue, we brought our reserved, 
quiet little boy for his first day in Nursery Green.  He, too, loved to come to school.  Our daughter was allowed 
to climb fifteen feet up the rope swing, because she was able to, and he always found a ready lap to sit in, and a 
sandbox with shovels and water.  They both attended Peninsula through graduation from the eighth grade, and 
we watched them be trusted to make many choices about their learning, projects, friendships, and open time 
during the day, guided by caring adults who respected their opinions and ways of learning.  They were allowed to 
take risks and discover what was important to them.  They were supported to develop a deep concern for others, 
and an ability to work together to craft mutually satisfying plans.  They were allowed time to explore, to reflect, 
and to enjoy their time at school, and to spend a good deal of it outside in the natural world.  They had the 
opportunity to delve deeply into a meaningful curriculum.

When our son was in nursery school, I had the good fortune to join the staff as a classroom teacher.  I had the 
opportunity to be even more immersed in the culture of Peninsula School that has nurtured children for close to 
a century.  I believe that the essence of what Peninsula offers children is deep experience in developing a balance 
between the pursuit of personal fulfillment and a concern and commitment to the well being of others.  We 
support them, through embodied experience, in becoming engaged citizens in the democracy we enjoy, and 
the world we share.  Indeed, there is a long history of Peninsula students being involved in advocating for social 
justice, environmental stewardship, and peaceful co-existence in the world outside of Peninsula, which continues 
to this day.

We had no idea how much it would mean to us to watch our children become parents themselves.  We can see 
the values they learned at Peninsula reflected in the ways they interact with their children.  Three of our five 
grandchildren have attended Peninsula, and I have had the great pleasure of watching a four-year-old grandson 
enjoy the Halloween parade while wearing a tutu, a granddaughter climbing confidently into the treehouse, and 
another granddaughter lying down in a mud puddle in a bathing suit as a seventh-grader.  I currently volunteer 
in the 4th grade one morning a week and am thrilled when I see a nursery school child heading to class in 
pajamas or a princess dress and tiara.  This is a sweet example of how Peninsula values continue after so many 
years.

I’m sure you have your own treasured memories of your child’s years at Peninsula.  I invite you to honor your 
child’s experience, and enable current and future students to share that experience, by making a special 
contribution to the Annual Giving Campaign.  Let’s keep sending our students out into the world to create and 
sustain a culture of cooperation and respect for others.

Gratefully,

Gail and Bob Buschini

How to Give 

You may make a gift by cash, check 
or credit card. We also accept gifts of 
stock. AGC gifts are tax-deductible. 

Make your gift go even further with employer matching! 

Matching makes a big difference, bringing in an additional 
$30,000-$50,000 each year. Please check with your employer  
to see if they offer a matching program. 

If you have Questions or Need Assistance please contact Sue Eldredge, our Development Director at 
sue.e@peninsulaschool.org, 650-325-1584, ext. 12, or Andromeda Garcelon, our Development Associate, at 

andromeda.g@peninsulaschool.org, ext. 33. 

YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED

AGC-paper2.indd   2 9/11/17   11:23 AM


