PENINSULA SCHOOL

Frequently Asked Questions
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This doaument containsa Qvhole bund of informationGes onereviewer putit. Itisnot
ourintentionthat you read thewhole doaument and memorizeit all. Ingead, we hopeit
serves as areference for your family; youmightfind some answers tha are hdpful to you
now, and then return to the doaument later to find answers to new questions

Staff

Note: a complete listing of staff namesisinduded in the front of the school directory.

Who are the teach ers?

Each class has1-2 headteachers (depending on the class agegroup) and 1-3 assistants.
There are also dedicated adivities teachers, a learning specialist anda psychological
conalltant In mog cases, theteachers have been assodated with Peninaula for many
years, often starting with theentry of ther child at Peninsula and continuing long after
the child@ graduaton.

What is a swing te acher?

Inthe Uppea Sdool (see"Intheclassroom for a definition of Uppe Sdool) there are
five head teaching postionsfor thefour classes. Thefifth teacher (swing teacher) moves
amongthe classes asneeded to provide suppott in a variety of ways for the other Uppe
Sdoolteacheas. Theswingteacher isresponsble for theowerall coordination of the
curriculumandactivities of the Uppe Sdool aswell asteaching a math class,
coordinating Uppe Sdool Choice units and bringing other units or projectsinto the
four classroons. In addition, because /he spendstime in each classroom s/he provides
an important cross-classroomper spective ontheissues andactivitiesthatgo onin the
Uppe Sdool.

Who works in Ad ministration?

Aswith theteachers, many members of the administration started at Peninsula when
thar ghildren first enrolled and hawe continued working at Peninsula longafter thar
child@ graduaton. For alist of names in adnministration, please see the school directory.

ThereOs a Board of Directors?!

Peninaula is a membership organization, andits Board is el ected by the members of
Peninaula Sdool, Ltd. -- all current parents andstaff. While only members can vote for
Board members, you do not hawe to bea member of the Peninaula Scdool Corporation to
serve on Peninsula’s Board. Everyoneis encouraged to attend monthly Board meetingsto
learn aboutsome of the Board activities undetaken on behalf of Peninaula.
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Classroom Information

What is the order o fthe class es?

Almog every classin the Lower Sthool overlapswith at leas oneother classto provide
flexibility in response to children@ diverse developmental needs thuschildren will notgo
throughevery classin thelower grades. Whilethere are grades or graderanges
assodated with classes, each child hashis or her own uniqueprogression. We refer to
classes by the head teachersOnane andleave thegradelevels ddiberately fuzzy.

By Rebecca® (5" grade the progression throughtheremaining gradesis set. Seethe
school directory for a list of the Uppea Stoolteachers andther assodated gradelevels.

What is meant by the terms OUpper Sch 0olO and OLower SchoolO?

As you venture aroundPeninsula, you may hear people refer to the"Uppe Saool’ (or
sometimes QUppe GradesO). Thetermis used to refer to the 5th-8th grades (Rebecca's,
Garv's, Melanie@® and Lynnés), while the"Lower School" (sometimes called CLower
GradesQ) is generally acknowledged to indudethefirst throughfourth grades. The
remaining classes are loosly groupe into nurseries and kindergarten, althoughsonme
people indudekindergarten classes aspart of OLower Sdool.OStudents experience
certain rites of pasageasthey ascend into the Uppe Sdool, induding fifth grade's
being officially welcomed to the Uppe Sdool by the 6th, 7th and 8th graders during the
first canpingtrip of theyear.

What is OChoiceO?

OChoiceQis a 2-3 week session offered 5-6 times a year thatis open to all classesin the
Uppe Stool. Thesubjects changeeach time butalways offer a variety of unusual
selections Upper Sdoolteache's, swingteachers, adivities teachers, othe staff, and
sometimes parents may beinwlved in teachingin the Choice program Children from
different classes (different agegroupg are often groupel in oneChoice classtogdher.

What are Activiti es?

Activities are the classes (art, chorus clay, danc, drama, jewelry/bakets, library,
music, physical education, science, weaving andwoodshop) offered every afternoonto
studentsin Annie@ andabowe (Joge@ class joinsthe Activities program in Januaty).

Activities are offered from12:30 D 1:30 for Jose® Annie@ throughRoge @ and from
1:30D2:30for the Uppe Sdool.

Snacks

What classes get snacks?

Snad is provided by the parentsin thelower grades Bup to and induding Gail @ class.
You are responsble for signing up andbringing in thefoodin themorning but not for
beingthere at snad time.
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For other questionsregarding snads, such ashowoften do you bring snadks, what type
of snadks do you bring anddietary restrictions please ask your child@teacher. The
ansversvary by classroomandteacher.

Getting Involved at Peninsula
Work Days

What is Fall Work Day & Potlu ck?

Work Dayin thefall is consdered thefirst dayof school andis atime for parents,
children and staff to work together to get the schod readyfor the start of theyear. 1tG
also a goodtime for children to check outther new classroomandmeet ther new
classmates andteachers. 1t@ a goodtime for parents to meet thar child@teacher and
other parents.

What are Buildings and Ground s Work Days?

TheBuildingsand Groundscommittee schedules work days at varioustimes during the
year, almog always on Saurdays. These work days are a time to work on a special
project to suppott the school® valuable buildingsandgrounds Theproject mightbe
anything frombuilding a fence or play structure, clearing undebrush, doing repairs and
maintenance to sweeping out areasthat have been ignored for too long. Everyoneis
welcome andthere is always a project right for your skill level. TheBuildingsand
Groundswork days are a goodway to save some money on maintenane but they®e also
a wondeful way to meet other parents, especially parents you might not normally meet if
ther children arein a different class fromyour child. Watch Hot News for scheduled
Buildingsand GroundsWork Days once school has started.

What are Spring F air Work Da ys?

TheannualSpiing Fair, hdd thefirst Sundayin May, is our largest parent-run event
open to the outside conmunity and occupies almog our entire campus Spring Fair Work
Days call onall famliesto join togeher onthetwo Saurdays prior to the Fair
(especially Work Day Two, the Saurday occurring the day before the event when the
bulk of thework is dong to prepare our campusfor thisimportantoccason. Parent
participatonin Sping Fair Work Days is expected in addition to performing work jobs
during the Fair itself. Thereisalwayslotsto do! Erecting canopes, setting up booths
condructing the climbing wall, stocking bathroomsupplies, cleaning thefront porch, and
onandon. 1t@afunandimportantway to bondas a community.

Parent Events

What are OParent Events?0

CParent EventsOare thefundraising events that are plannel and executed by the parent
community. All parents are invited (andcounied on) to participate in every major event.

What and when are the three main Parent Events?

The Craft Fair ishdd thefirst Sundayin December and offers the Peninsula community
an oppottunity to shopfor uniqueholiday gifts while experienang the joy of community
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andfamily. Local vendors, some of them parents, students, andalurmi, present thar
distinctive and often handnadeofferingsin boothsarrangel throughoutthe Big Building.
Theever-populr Craft Fair CafZ set upin the play space behind the Big Building offers
a variety of ddicioushomemadesoupsandbaked goodsandis a terrific place to meet
with friends TheLibrary provides the perfect setting for thewhole family to gather and
enjoy some magical Sorytelling. Youngsers can play or create ther own craftsin the
Children® Area (withoutthdr parents evenN so you can shop!). The Peninsula
children® chorusrounds out the experience with a performanace in the morning.

The Peninsula School Benefit Auction ishdd in mid-March. You® enjoy ddicious
foodand hundredsof great audionitems. Thesilent audion features a hugevariety of
toys, crafts, activities and services and gives you a chance to mingle with friendsold and
new while bidding. During therousng live audion you can participate in the bidding for
your favorite specialty items which are asvaried and imaginative asthe Peninaula
community itself (consder teamng up with anaher famly to bid on your favorite items
together). TheAudionisa great wayto spend an evening anongother adulksin the
Peninsula community, even if you®e notthere for the bidding.

The Spring Fair, hdd thefirst Sundayin May, isa carnival of food arts andcratfts,
ganmes andgreat mugc thatlags all day Beloved by Peninsula famlies andwell
attended by thewider community, the Spiing Fair provides an engaghg andrelaxing
way to spend an afternoonwith your famly. Peninaula student musciansandsinge's, as
well asprofessional local muscians providelive entertainment, crafts projects for all
ages are available all aroundcanpus anda widevariety of ethnic foodboohsabound
A booksale bendits theLibrary, a pie contest satisfies your sweet tooth, a massagewill
heal your weary feet, ddiciousfood,drinks and desserts of every description feed the
hungty, storytellers fascinate thelittle ones, and colorful paints decorate manya happy
face. TheSpiing Fair isa great way to celebrate our unique Peninsula Scool
community.

What is this OScholastic Bean sO | keep hearing about?

Sdolagic Beans(also known asthe Coffee Cart) isthefirst Friday morning each month
ontheFront Porch of the Big Building. Coffee, tea, hotchomlate andbaked goodes are
for sale (teachers ask usto try notto get our kids punmped up on chomlate andsugarjust
before class and make sure they get to classontime). Thesupplies are almos
exclugvely donatd andthecart is staffed by parent and student volunteers. Thisisan
excellent place to meet new friendsand get answvers to any questionsyou hawe about
Peninaula.

Who is " Busy Fingers" and can | join?

Busy Fingasisa group of people who gather to enjoy each others companywhile
working on creating handcrafted items. Thecrafts are sold at the Craft Fair andalso
fromtime to time on thefront porch, often teamng up with Scolagic Beans All
proceedsfromthe sale of Busy Finge craft items go directly to suppott the school.

If you can open a safety pin then you can participate in Busy Finges. (They®e not
kidding aboutthis!)
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When does Busy Fingers mee t?
Busy Finge's usually meets once a week in themorningsat a neéghbotoodhous. Other

meetingsare often scheduled jug before the Cratft Fair to finish up projects thatwill be
sold at thefair. See Hot News for details on meeting times and places.

If this schedule doesn't work for you but you love to keep your finge's bugy there are
projects you can take to work on at hone.

Parent Involvement

How Does Parent Participation Succee d at Peninsula Sc hool?

EveryParentE

* Giveswhattheyconsidera valuableand significant contributionof their
time eachyeamN a commitmentheycandefinitelyuphold

* Considergtheir owntime commitmentand choosegheir involvemensoit
workswith othercommitmats

* Helpsin somewaywith all threemajor parenteventgCraft Fair, Auction
and SpringFair)

* Takeson the managementr leadershipof a parentevent,activity or
programtheyfeel stronglyaboutduring their tenureat PeninsulaSchool

* Joinsin to managecoordinate facilitate anddevelopthe participation
levelsof newparentscominginto the commurtly eachyear

* Supportseverycoordinator

What are the volu nteer opportu nities in the classrooms?

Parents are welcome to volunteer in mog classrooms. Volunteer oppottunities vary class
by class. Please fedl freeto talk to your child@teacher if you®e interested in
volunteering. There may also be volunteer oppotunitiesin classroons other thanyour
own child@ classroom

What is the Parent Involvem ent Commit tee?

ThePeninaula Sdool Parent Involvement Committee was established to build onthe
school'sfounding vision asa "parent teacher cooperative." Josephine Duveneck
established the school with a powerful messageto parents that ther involvement was
crudal to suppott themission of the school. Thatmessageholdstrueto this day.

The committee hasbeen putin place to:

Seve the needs of the parent bodyin a sugainable way

Provide"go to" people for key programs

Provide suppott and collaboration for parent event and activity coordinators.
Offer communicationsand coordination of parent participaton
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How do | contact th e Parent In volveme nt Committee?

Send an email to parentinvolvement@ peninsulaschool.org or contact the school®
director.

Childcare

When is it availa ble?

Childcare is available early morning (7:45amb9:00 am), afternoons(12:30 pmB5:30
pm) andfor all vacation periodsexcept national holidays andfromLabor Day to thefirst
day of school. It isalso available during the summer.

How do I sign up?

Talk with the Childcare Director listed in the Peninaula School staff directory at thefront
of this binde for phonenunber or call the office.

Who are the child care teache rs?

Thechildcare teachers are a mix of teachers and parents, mog with a longhistory at
Peninaula. They hawe all been registered with the Department of Soc¢al Sevicesasis
required by California State law.

Eighth grade's hawe the oppottunity to beteacher hdpersin theearly morning (7:45
9:00) andafter school (3:00D5:30) programns.

Parking and Traffic

Note: please relay this Parking and Traffic information to anyonewho regularly drives
your child to/from school.

How do | know wh ere to park?

Parkingistightat Peninaula! We ask everyoneto carpool whenever possible. (Even
once a week hdps)

There are subtle clues on many parking areasin the semi-circular driveway; lookfor
white marks on thefence or boardsin front of parking spaces to help you figure out
where to postionyour car. Sone parking spaces are smaller thanmod. If youdrive a
compad car please try to fill thesmall spaces; if you drive a larger car please lookfor
thelarger spaces.

If you cannotpark, please donat block thedriveway. You cantry exiting thedriveway,
circlingaroundandit@ likely youdl find a space the secondtime through.

There are several parking places on the school propety on Peninsula Way aswell.

Are there places | shouldnOt park?

For themog part you should notdrive alongthefire lanes located off of either side of the
Big Building, but should restrict your car to the semi-circular loopout front
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Occasonaly you® see cars parked near classroomsN this is always for a particular
reason such aspading or unpading for school canpingtrips

Please do not park behind the school on Colby, even on school propety; thestreet is
very narrow andit makesit hard for our neéghborsto exit thaer propeties or for garbage
andrecycling trucks to get through.

And, we all hawe times where we forget the basc rules of theroad, but please try notto
stop in the middle of thedriveway; if you®e waiting for your child to get in your car or
having a CoriefO conversation please pull over asfar aspossiblein order to be
congderate of other driverstryingto get through.

Annual Giving Campaign

What is it?

The Annual Giving Campaign (AGC) for parents provides significant suppott for the day
to-dayopeationsof theschool. Fundsraised in this campaign hdp close thegap
between school expenses andtuitionincome. Annual Giving provides a tax-deductible
way to sugain and enhane school programs and keep tuition more affordable for all
famlies. Each classroomhasan AGC Coordinator to provideinformation and
encourageparticipation. Volunteers are needed to work with the Annual Giving
Committee andto serve asAGC Coordinators.

We also extend our campaign appeal to alunmni and ther families asing for continued
involvement with the school. Each generation of Peninsula Sdool children hasrelied on
the support and generogty of alummi andfamilies who have gonebefore. The campaign
provides funding to continueandstrengthen our programs andresources for children,
andhdpsbuild thefuture of the school.

Communication

Hot News

What is it?
Hot News is theweekly newsletter of the school. Teachers often attach letters to Hot
News with importantinformation aboutyour child@ class.

Why is it important  ?

Administration andteachers use Hot News to pass oninformation aboutclass meetings
current events, school news, schedule changes andannounements. They counton you
reading Hot News each week. Besides keeping you informed aboutthebig events at
Peninaula, it@ also a goodway to keep in touch with thelittle (but often jus as
important) events.

How do | get it?

Your child will bringit horre fromschool every Thursday (or if you hawe a younge child
it will beplaced in the child@ cubbyfor you to retrieve at pickup time).
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Hot News is also available asan email. To sub<ribe you may sign upin themain office,
or send email to hothews@ peninsulaschool.org andrequest that your name beadded to
the Hot News distribution alias BUTE besure to check the pape copyyour child brings
horre each week for class notes attached by the teacher which will notbeinduded in the
email version.

How do | submit an article?

Handwritten or typed articles can be ddivered to the office by noonon Tuesdays to be
induded in the Hot News for that week. Drop them off in theoffice or email your article
to hotnews@peninaulaschool.org, or faxto (650) 325-1313,agan by noonon Tuesdays.

Be sure that all submissionscontain your name and contact information (phoneinduding
area codeandfbr email address) andkeep all submissionsbrief andto the point. We
reserve therightto edit for length andclarity.

Communicating with the staff

How do | communi cate with ad ministrat ion/staff?

At Peninaula School there® a tradition of direct communication. Please talk with
whornever you think would bethe mog appropriate personto answver your question. If
you®e not sure whomto talk to, feel free to ask a teacher, someonein the office or the
school@ director.

You can call theoffice duringtheday. You canleave a note in theteacher® mail cubby
in the main office or talk with theteacher at the beginning or end of theday. Ask your
child@ teacher whatQ the best way to conmunicate with himor her.

Who else can | tal kto?

Other parents can also bea great resourceN you can check with your child® teacher for
suggestionson who might hawe experience with your particular question. Peninaula has
a learning specialist and psychological conaultantwho mightbe hdpful. Seethe school

directory for thar names and contact information.

Other ways of being connected, getting information

Is there some kin d of a notice board?

The Parent Events Board islocated onthefront porch of the Big Building, jud to the
right of thefrontdoors, this supe-sized bulletin board is used to adwertise all sorts of
information related to Parent Events specifically, aswell asaboutothe events that affect
the Peninaula parent community. Check this board regularly for information about
Peninaula goingson, for volunteer oppottunities that need filling, andfor thesign-up
sheets thatwill apper a few weeks prior to each Parent Event.

The Community News Board islocated onthe oppodte side of thefrontdoor fromthe
Parent Events Board. Thisbulletin board is the place to browse for information abouta
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variety of interesting events taking place in thewider community. If you are interested in
sharing information aboutsomething of interest to you with therest of the Peninaula
community, thisistheplace to pod your flyer.

TheDriveway Sign islocated asyou drive onto the Peninsula Shool grounds Lookhere
for general announement information regarding happeaingsand events at the school.

Is there an email list for scho ol activitie s?

No. Butthereisanunoficial email list thatis notsponored by Peninsula Scool. It
indudes an extended community of folks who may or may not be currently connected to
theschool. It'sa great place to ask questionsand pos information that may be of interest
to the community. Because the groupis not sponored by Peninaula Sool nor isthe
content reviewed, approved, or subdantiated by Peninsula Sdool, it'simportantto use
sonme caution when "discussing” potentially sengtive or confidential issuesin this forum

To join goto www.employees.org/mailmaniistinfo/peninsula

Enter theappropriate information in the"Sulscribing to PeninsulaOsection, or send
email to JimWanpler <jwanpler@employees.org>. If youarenotlisted in the
Peninaula Scool Staff or Parent Directory please send Jim email explaining your
connection to the school.

Once you®e joined you can send your email to thelist at:
<peninsula@employees.org>

Does Peninsula S chool have a website ?
Yes! Peninaula hasa websgte at http://www.peninsulaschool.org

This document

Who do | see about adding to thi s doc ument?

Did you hawe a question that wasn®answered you think should beinduded? Did you
findanerror in this doaument? If you hawe improvements, corrections or additionsfor
this doaument, please contact the Parent Involvement Committee

(parentinwlvement@ peninaulaschool.org)
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